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TRE COLONIZATION OF THE FREE BLACKS. 


When we express ourselves without reserve as 
being interested in the success of an enterprize 
whieh has humanity for its basis, and which prom- 
ises to be hereafter so fruitful, in blessings, to a 
race of mortals for centuries abused and trampled 
on, we trust that we shall not be received with 
jealousy or frowned upon as an enemy, if we 
venture to raise objections to the plans and views 
of the society in this district, who have given their 
labors to so laudable an object— 

It will be presumed then, that it is not the en- 
terprize to which we object, but the manner of 
effecting it; and not having yet become one of 
the society we can only ground our information of 
the intentions of this board from general inquiry, 
and the observations of its leading members. 

A meeting was held at Georgetown on the even- 
ing of the 20th ultimo, which we attended—The 
object of this meeting appeared to be that of unit- 
ing more adherents to the standard of the asso- 
cjation, aud to raise the necessary supplies for 
sendivg out missionaries to decide on an eligible 
part of Africa for the intended colony. 

We were however not a little surprised to learn 
that these missionaries were first to proceed to 
Hngland, and that it was from pressing invitations 
of the friends of the African race in that country, 
that the society, were anxious to obtain necessary 
means, for such an outfit. These remarks may 
perhaps appear too late, to arrest the progress of 
these missionaries to the English shores ; as, if we 
rightly understood the orator of that night, it was 
intended they should embark on board the Unit- 
ed States ship Franklin, the same, which is to con- 
vey our minister, Mr. Rush, to that court. 

We unhesitatingly pronounce that we see many 
objections, to the course now about to be pursued 
by the society ; and instead of according in senti- 
went, with the gentleman who on that night, did 
uonordo his heart, by the zeal he displayed; we 
must beg leave to differ with him, on many points, 
aud even, to dispute some of his assertions. The 
tumanity of the British nation, for instance was 
highly extolled, in establishing and protecting: the 
settlement of Sierra Leone, and the laburs of Wil- 
herforee, were equally panegyrised, for the bene- 
fits they had procured to the unfortunate African. 
: Bully egnvinced ef the purity of many of the 
supporters of the American institution, and. confi- 
dent that fhe gentleman who that night distin- 
guished himself would not wilfully mislead the 


tuinds of his audience ; it is with some hesitation 
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that we are induced to ‘display a contrary state- 
ment, ‘and which, were we less interested in 
the grand object of this institution and the cause 
of humanity, we should rather studiously’ avoid 
than openly seek. 

That the state of government, society and mo- 
rals of Sierra Leone has been much misrepresent- 
ed by British prints and British reporters, we 
have long since had an opportunity of knowing by 
intimate conferences, &c. with those who haye 
visited that colony, as well as a residence of many 
months on the coast of Africa, and by the history 
of transactions which could not be kept a secret, 
however skilfull the measures to that effect, but 
as private observations und intelligence might be 
disputed, we prefer producing more public docu- 
ments before the eyes of the community, and sub- 
mitting to the judgment of our readers, whether 
reliance should be placed on them ; and in such 
reliance whether the colony of Sierra Leone 
should ever be adduced as a pattern for American 
imitation. Before we produce those documents, 
which are no other than those contained in a ic'ter 
from doctor Thorpe, judge ot the vice admiralty 
court, at Sierra Leone, to William Wilberforce, 
esquire, M. P. published in London, fourth edi- 
tion 1815; we would wish to premise one thing, 
that if none of those solid objections to the British 
colony nor the humanity of Mr. Wilberforce, nor 
that of the British government existed, still should 
we object to the American association leaning on 
the support or aid of British means, British infor- 
mation, or even British humanity itself; thus trans- 
ferring to that nation all the glory and greatness 
of an enterprize which had its origin in the bosoms 
of independent Americans. Doubtless Great Bri- 
tain will claim the palm of precedence by her 
Sierra Leone institution ; but let her do this; the 
world will be*ne more deceived on this point than 
on many other of her claims; and if Sierra Leone. , 
ever becomes a harbor and refuge for afflicted 
Africans, it wil] only be by the imitation of the. 
government of that colony which we trust this so- 
ciety of freemen, on thisside of the Atlantic will yet. 
succeed in establishing on the shores of Africa, 
unaided by Britain and heedless of the frowns or 
the smiles of all the potentates of Europe, from 
the autocrat of Russia to the mock majesty of a 
Ferdinand himself. 

‘Weis. misfortune to our free institutions that we 
are operated upon by some latent, some indiscri- 
bable prejudice to turn our eye towards the coast, 
of Britain, and take her in any respect as a model ; 
wht is it that we have derived, from, her, that 
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should lead us to become her imitator, or consider 
her as the beacon of our judgments? Our mis- 
sionaries may proceed to Great Britain, but we 
most religiously hope they may not, in any man- 
ner, amalgamate themselves with, or be in any 
manner influienced by, the hitherto avowed friends 
of African freedom, or African colonization. 

Judge Thorpe was formerly judge in the courts 
of Upper Canada, recalled to England in 1807-8, 
_ for having represented to his majesty’s govern- 
ment‘ some unpleasant, facts relative to the con- 
duct of the lieutenant governor of that pro- 
vince, and was afterwards promoted to judge of 
the vice admiralty court of Sierra Leone. 

Judge Thorpe whilst filling this conspicuous 
station, which he did for many years, had the 
fairest opportunity of judging of the purity or 
impurity of the government; of the wholesome, or 
mal-administration of the laws; of the attention to, 
of néglect of the Africans, for the protection of 
whom this colony was ostensibly formed ; and he, 
without hesitation, declares that nothing but a 
system of abuses and speculating traffic (carried 
on under the mantle of humanity) was visible in 
this settlement during the time of his residence 
in it. 

We here quote an extract from his letter to 
William Wilberfore, esquire, in which he says— 
“\{ shall commence with a review of what has 
been done from the establishment of the Sierra 
Leone company, whose avowed objects were, ac- 
cording to their report of 1794, to ‘ encourage 
trade with the west coast of Africa; to promote 
cultivation, advance civilization, diffuse morality, 
and induce some attention to a pure system of 
religion in Africa; as also, not to suffer their ser- 
yants to have the slightest connexion with the 
slave trade, neither to buy, sell or employ any one 
in a state of slavery, and to repress the practice 
as far as their influence would extend.’ 

“ This” continues judge Thorpe “ wasa wise 
and truly beneficent plan, promising wealth to 
England and happiness to Africa, but I have in- 
quiged and found that no part of it was ever care 
ried into effect. 

« The company obtained, in a short time, a su- 
perabundance of land, finely situated and well cir- 
eumstanced on the Sierra Leone river, in exchange 
for a few insignificant articles of merchandise.— 
{Falconbridge’s accounts, 1792 ; also, the agree- 
ment with king Naimbana and the company.)— 
‘hey collected together from London, Halifax and 
Jamaica, two thousand settlers at very little ex- 
pense ; they had zealous and affluent supporters 
in England ; they had unpfejudiced and tractable 
- (though unenlightened) natives to negotiate with ; 
yet they very soon made the natives suspicious 
and the'settlers discontented; their best servants 
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were obliged to seek establishments under the 
native chiefs ; and although they had a Monopoly 
of the trade, and their will was the regulation of 
profit, they sunk almost to bankruptcy and ap- 
plied to government for support and protection 
[Here the author refers to, parliamentary grants,} 
To the Nova Scotia settlers they promised land 
for cultivation; twenty acres for each man, ten 
for his wife, and five for each child ; but this pro. 
mise they never fulfilled. [The consequence was 
an insurrection.] No man was allowed above a 
Jifth of the land to which he was entitled; and 
implements to cultivate even such a portion were 
difficult to find, and too expensive to procure— 











The settlers could not raise in the colony even 
rice and yams for subsistence; their very exis. 
tence depended on a supply from the neighboring 
rivers. 

** Had land been granted at the commencement 
to settlers as promised ; had they been enabled to 
raise provisions for consumption and ‘barter, they 
would soon have rendered themselves independ. 
ent of, and less profitable to the company. Even 
the plants indigenous to the soil, remained uncul- 
tivated—cotton, coffee, indigo and tobacco, were 
conspicuous, but it was all in the wildness of na- 
ture. Such were their efforts to promote culti- 
vation. 

“In civilization they proceeded so far as to send 
out two persons to Teembo (a few days walk from 
Sierra Leone) and educated half a dozen African 
boys in English, sufficiently for common clerkships 
in the colony. As to religion and moraxrrr they 
had a church of England clergyman for a few 
months and a missionary for a few years; but 
they had other teachers and preachers in abun- 
dance ; the benefits derived from their precepts _ 
may be imagined ; from the missionary assuring me 
on his leaving the colony in 1812, relinquishing 
his house and 350/. per annum, “ that he could 
do no good there, as the inhabitants were too far 
sunk in sin and immorality ; that he would remove 
to the Boolam shore, try new ground,” &e. 

Lastly, their servants (the servants of the society 
are here meant) constantly purchased the natives ; 
worked them themselves without any pay; saf- 
fered slaves to be brought in and carried out of 
the colony; allowed them to be seized and de- 
livered to their masters when they sought pro- 
tection ; permitted their store-keepers to supply 
the slave factories, slave ships, and to feed the trade 
in every possible way. Even in Mr. Ludlam’s 
last administration of the government two car- 
goes of slaves, taken from the Americans, were 
publicly sald at twenty dollars a head. 

“So much” adds doctor Thorpe, “ for their ef. 
forts to repress the slave trade.” He then inquires 
if it be possible that such transactions should remain 
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concealed and the society be awake ; or did they 
hear these things and still maintain their confi- 
dence, &c. 

It will be recollected by the reader that Sierra 
Leone was first established by individuals under a 
charter granted them by the British government, 
for the avowed purpose of «civilizing the African 
and bettering his condition ; and by thus esta- 
blishing a free race of men, enlightened in the 
arts, and engaged in commerce on the shores of 
that country, to strike a decisive blow against the 
iniquitous traffic in human blood. How far this 
society, under its managers, executed this bene- 
volent purpose, and how exfensive the success 
which attended their operations, may be measured 
by viewing them for sixteen years, without mak- 
ing any progress in the arts; without any semina- 
ries for instruction ; without cultivation, and with- 
aut commerce itself, except such as the managers 
of the society monopolized for their individual in 
terest; and then beholding them, after having 
received various grants from government to the 
amount of 100,000/. selling out and transferring to 
that very government, the country and the colony 
which under their charter had been thus ne- 
glected. 

We have proved by doctor Thorpe that the Af- 
rican institution did nothing for the benefit of hu- 
manity as regarded their operations in Sierra Le- 
one. We shall continue our extracts from the 
publication of this gentleman in our next, and in- 
quire what better success attended the colony 
since its cession to the government of England, 
when, if we find it has still languished and been the 
theatre of rapacity, cruelty and mischief, instead 
of the abode of peace, happiness and plenty, we 
certainly shall have reason to draw this inference, 
that neither it nor its patrons should be the mark 
of American imitation. 





A writer in the Albany Argus * on our interior 
relations,” advocates the necessity of a revision 
and alteration of the constitution of the United 
States, under the signature of Gustavus. The 
leading argument which this writer adduces in 
support of such a measure, is the preponderance 
which the smaller states in the union have in the 
senate of the national councils in comparison to 
their population with the larger ones. 

That such is the fact, there is no denial; but at 
the framing of the constitution this was wisely in- 
tended as acheck against the encroachment of 
the powerful states upon the weaker. Whenever 


* its effects shali be found to bear against the 


rights of representation there will exist no doubt of 
the necessity of its alteration ; but hitherto we be- 
lieve the general sentiment, which predominates 
among those who have given their attention to this 
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subject is, that no radical evil is to be apprehended 
from the continuance of this system, and that its 
alteration would be attended with much jealousy 
and might awaken sentiments and feelings hostile 
to the concord which now pervades the union. 

Indeed we are inclined to the opinion that the 
writer, Gustavus, has taken rather injudicious 
ground to persuade the weaker states to assimi. 
late with his views, when he describes the gigan- 
tic power of his own state New-York with her 
“ magnificent government and all the attributes of so- 
vereignty perfectly competent to repel the assault of any 
enemy that may attack her.” Such language, and 
such a portrait might well elicit the idea that a 
state so competent for defence, might even be pre- 
pared for offensive war, and thus, instead of 
clothing the attributes of sovereignty with greater 
prerogatives, it would we I] become the minor and 
bordering states to watch, with 4 more wary eye 
this aspiring colosstis ; and if such were really the 
sentiment which pervaded the body of the peo- 
ple of the state of New-York, the larger as well 
as the smaller states, would see the necessity of 
narrowly scrutinizing her movements. 

Such, however, we are satisfied are not the 
feelings of the people in that state; who, although 
convinced of its importance both as regards local 
advantages, navigable streams, increasing popul3- 
tion, and wealth, are however not altogether insen < 
sible of their vulnerability ; while they have ever 
shown themselves devoted to the generalinterest ; 
sacrificing, without murmur, to the wants or exi- 
gencies of the times and standing boldly in de- 
fence of the honor of the union and in defiance of 
its enemies. 

In the close of his observations, Gustavus ad- 
ducing the preponderance which the smaller states 
bear in the senate, supposes the probability of twe 
important subjects interesting congress on their 
appreaching session. One “ the appropriation of 
a sum for internal improvement the other the 
purchase of the Floridas.” 

In the first it appears to the writer that N. York 
wouldtake considerable interest,(doubtless having 
referrence to the long projected and lately under- 
taken canal.) But to the purchase of the Floridas 
he considers the state would be oppesed. On this 
point we shall quote his own language. 








“ Jn the latter, (the purchase of the Floridas,) 
we should suppose the interest would be of an 
opposite character unless the sudden and alarm- 
ing addition to the states sh ould be construed int 
a reason for accelerating their increage. In the 
house of representatives, the powerful aid ef 27 
delegates will effect the passage of the improvement 
bill; but, in the other house, the little, almost 
unheard of state of Mississippi, ranges up like a 
picaroon, alongside ov a line of battle ship, and 
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commands her to strike her flag—the bill is lost 
in the senate. On the other hand, the executive 
makes a treaty with Spain, in which it is stipulat- 
ed to pay five millions of dollars for the Floridas, 
By the construction given to the treaty-making 
power, the house of representatives have nothing 
to do but to pass the appropriation bill, or rather 
to record :t, for they are allowed no free agency. 
The treaty goes to the senate for ratification— 
Pennsylvania and New-York, with a free popula- 
tion of two millions, are not satisfied with its 
terms; but while they are held incheck by Lou- 
isiana and Mississippi, with a motley population 
of 70,000—the treaty is confirmed, a warrant is 
drawn on the treasury, for five millions of dol- 
lars, and thus the foundation is laid for.three or 
four new states. We say nothing of any repug- 
nance of Massachusetts to the terms of such a 
treaty, for having recently been soothed by the blan- 
dishments of Virginia, it is probable her affections 
will travel further south : nunc mihi, nunc alii be- 
nigna.” 

Without further notice of the illiberal insi- 
nuation, which closes this paragraph, except that 
it expresses the splenetic fretfulness of a cynic, 
we shall contrast the fears of Gustavus with an 
extract of a letter received by the editor of the 
Aurora, from an American at Madrid, under date 
of the 20th of August. 

“The English ambassador retains as much as- 
cendency at this court, as on any former occasion, 
and there is not a man of any information in Ma- 
drid, who does not believe that it is the influence 
of the English minister that produced Mr. Mead’s 
imprisonment and protracts his confinement. It 
is said he has made overtures for the Island of Cu- 
ba to be ceded to England, in consideration of an 
acquittance of all claims on Spain, for supplies and 
the maintenance of the British army. A schedule 
of the demand on these accounts it is said has 
been presented contemporaneously ; the amount 
reported to be equal to fifteen millions sterling !— 
The account has been referred to the military de- 
partment, and negotiations are said to be going 
on for Cuba—so that you must keep a good look 
out on the Mississippi.” 

As to the state of New-York, or the state of 
Pennsylvania, in particular, being inimical to any 
arrangement which our government might make 
with Spain, for the cession of the Floridas, we 
do not believe it; whatever may be the opinion of 
the speculating essayist of Albany. Should the 
information of the correspondent ofthe Aurora be 
correct, the possession of the Floridas by Ame- 
rica, would noé only be a politic measure, but one 
of vital necessity. For it will be obvious to ail, 
without our adducing argums, nts to convince them, 
‘hat in case of any future misunderstgning with 
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Great Britain, (the only power in Europe by which 
we are vulnerab!c) that by her possessing Cuba as 
a depot and the Floridas by the compliance or im- 
becile resistance of Spain, we should have to 
keep two armies in operation at opposite extre. 
mities of our territory ; at the same time suffering 
under the disadvantages which would attend the 
British having possession of those important waters 

If, however, there was wo other argument for 
the policy of this measure ; if the integrality of 
our continent was not even connected with thig 
puachase ; if the settlement of differences and 
discussions with Spain, of so long a standing, 
was in no manner involved ; one alone would re- 
main sufficiently strong, not only to justify, but to 
induce us to an arrangement with Spain for the 
cession of this territory, even were we to sell it 
again to the highest bidder. ‘The demands of the 
United States against Spain amount, it is well 
known, to many millions, and it is equally notori- 
ous that the exhausted coffers of that nation are 
not even capable of administering to the craving 
necessities of either the monarch or his monarchy. 


; How thenare these demands to be liquidated ifsome 
. cessionof territory from Spain does not establish 


the basis, and what territory , to which the crown 
of Spain has a title, is in any manner so important 
tothe United States as that in question ? 

As regards the discussion of the policy or im. 
policy of a revision of the constitution of the 
United States, so far from beiag opposed to it, 
and so far from deeming it a dangerous topic, we 
consider it the reverse, and tending rather to pro 
duce those reflections on political balances, which, 
while they aim at truth, cannot avoid perceiving 
the comparative happiness we enjoy from our 
present institutions and laws when contrasted with 
any other nation of the globe. 

We are not fastidious enough to deny that our 
political charter may, from various internal or 
external causes, call in time for an alteration or 
revision. Our growing population, our extended. 
commerce, the increase of states and territory, 
our relations with the rest of the world, and all 
these changes which time gives birth to, may ren- 
der such a measure both beneficial and necessary 
—and the constitution in its wisdom has provided 
for it: but we must disagree with Gustavus ‘in 
predicating such a revision, either upon any in- 
jury which is at present likely to result from the 
voice of the minor states in the senate chamber, 
or upon the claims of the growing greatness of 


any individual section of the union. 

pa vnc 
SOUTH AMERICA. 

Exposition of the proceedings of the supreme goverument of 
the United Provinces of South Aimerica, durng ihe pre- 
sent administration. 

‘the evils which had, in succession, since the 





year 1810, occasioned cur calamities, and retard- 
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ed the progress of our sacred cause, appear to 
have all conspired to assail us at the same mo-| 
ment, threatening to reduce our political existence 
to its last agonics, towards the close of 18i5.— 
The few remaining forces, which we had saved 
from the re field of Sipcsipe, seemed to be 
on the point of dissolution. The army which had 
been organized in th ‘province of Cuyo, for the 
purpose of marching upon Chik, beheld itself in- 
sccure, even in its entrenchments. ‘Phe enemy, 
proud of his victories, had already laid plans to eu- 
trammel the inhabitants of those districts, who 
were distracted by opposite councils, and who dar- 
ed not indulge a hope, that, through our means, 
they might be shielled from the nnpending dan- 

ers. The national treasury was not only imade- 
quate to the satisfaction of the demands upon it, 
but even to provide for the most urgent wants.— 
The public spirit of the ditferent provinces had 
lost sight of the common danger, and occupied it- 
selt’ exclusively in the visionary projects of seek- 
ing hberty in the dissolution of every te. Discord 
had taken possession ofall hearts, expelling every 
generous and honorable sentiment. ‘Phe citizens 
of the same fund dispiayed their valor ouly iy mu- 
tual destruction or distrust ; assailing their best 
fricnds and benefactors. Subordination among 
the military was disregarded by the lowest ysubal- 
terns. ‘he public autnorities were only respected 
as they gave countenance to crime, to error, to li- 
centiousuess. dt grieves, me, fellow-citizens to 
speak it, but I must be faithful to truth when I 
undertake to trace the revolting picture, which 
our country then exhibited to the contemplation 
of the world; the acknowledgement of our errors 
can bring upon us no disgrace, when made with 
the virtuous resolution of cor:cciting thein; nor 
am I the first friend of his country who has pub- 
licly deplored our past melancholy situation : par- 
don me, therefore, if I proceed. Calunny, with 
her baleful train, had seated herself in the nudst of 
us, scattering her poisons through the minds of 
our most respectable follow-citizens. ‘the capital 
of the state, which, in the midst of the most try- 
ing difficulties, had preserved a certain dignity of 
character, now appeared to be the tocus of ail the 
passions which distracted every part of our coun- 
try. Fractious of every party were here encounter- 
ed in a state of the utmost exasperation, while the 
imminence of the public dangers served but us 
the pretexts for the indulgence of mutual revenge ; 
accusing one another of the origm of the general 
distresses, and breathing, mutually, the most inju- 
rious suspicions. 

The magnanimous people of Buenos Ayres, to 
whom the praise cannot be denied, of having em- 
poverished themselves in affording aid to brethren 
engaged in the same glorious cause, were on the 
point of experiencing a re-action, whose cunse- 
quences would have proved radically destructive 
to tae character and exestence of La Plata. Anar- 
chy, in a word, had lighted up an universal con- 
fagration. Nor was this all; when now it might 
have been supposed that the measure of our af. 
fictions had been full, the troops of Portugal made 
their appearance on the northern borders of this 
river, availing themselves of our discords ; for 
these, unhappily unknown to ourselves, had but 
too well seconded the interests of the neighbor- 
ing court. New dangers here presented them- 
selves, new occasions to sow discords, and a new 
impulse was given to the torrent of personal en- 








mities, rendering even loyalty suspicious. It is 
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no easy task, fellow-citizens, to draw a just pic- 
ture of our misadventures, or to enumerate the 
perils over which your firmness has happily trium- 
phed. You all remember that the evils which thus 
assailed us, began to diminish at the very moment 
when we had yielded to despair. The supreme 
congress, into whose hands the people had confid- 
ed their safety, had just been installed at Tucu- 
inan. ‘Those who were called upon to be leyisla- 
tors of their country, and to fix its destiny by the 
wisdom of their counci!s, were compelled more 
than once to excrt their courage, and to encoun, 
ter, with intrepidity, the dangers which thresicn- 
éd to profane this last asylum that remained to our 
country in its misfortunes. The prudence, the 
integrity, the fortitude of this august body, pre- 
sented to the provinees the delightful spectacle 
@ «n authority which captivated their submission, 
not less by the just title of its elevated origin, 
than by the animated zeal, and the vigorous ener- 
gy which it displayed in the first steps of its illus- 
trious march. The boldest passions were com- 
pelled to renounce their extravagant designs ; and 
if in some districts they had the temerity to at- 
tempt new excesses, the celerity with which they 
were suppressed, scarcely allowed time to their 
authors to sue for mercy. The seditious, not- 
withstanding, still harbored the design of putting 
vigilance to sleep, in order that they might snatch 
the opportunity of insulting whatever was most 
respectable. It was at this crisis that the supreme 
representation deigned to invest me with the hon- 
orable, but awful, clistinction of supreme director 
of the state. ‘This was not the first time 1 had 
been clothed with authority, and that I had alrea- 
dy experienced the bitter inortification attendant 
upon it, Was too well known not to regard my ac- 
ceptance asa sacrifice. At that time a member of 
the supreme body, | knew well the mass of evils 
that would weigh upon me; but even these, in 
the midst of anxiety and fears, urged my submis- 
sion to the supreme vill. 

I had no right to expect that my elevation 
would meet the approbation of every one ; and 
the calamity of the times caused me to fear that 
my election might give rise to new disturbances. 
The result did not disappoint my anticipations.— 
I saw myself compelled to subdue the hearts of 
my personal enemies ; but I now consider my per- 
son as eaclusively devoted to the public ciuuse.— 
Invested with the Chief Magistracy, 1 set off from 
the bosom of the supreme congress, for the pro- 
vince of Salta, and had the good fortune to com- 
pose the loud dissentions which had set at va- 
riance the citizens and the soldiers ; and, mae 
prepared the elements which afterwards procu 
for the Saltarians their well earned fame, 1 pro- 
ceeded to the army, examined its situation, in- 
spected ,the fortifications, and giving such or- 
ders as the occasion might require, [ returned to 
Tucuman, where 1 had the proud satisfaction of 
hastening, by my influence, the memorable act 
and solemn declaration of our independence. ‘I 
pursued my journey to the capital of Cordova, 
where, according to, previous arrangement, I was 
expected by general St Martin, in order to set- 
tle the plans for rescuing Chili from the power of 
the Spaniarls From Cordova, with what painful 
inquietude didi stretch my view towards the agi- 
tated population of Buenos Ayres! I appeal to 
you, fellow-citizens, as the witnesses of the weli 
founded causes of my fears : and permit me pass- 
ing by the perils of my transit to fix yonr atten 
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tion on the first days of my arrival in this capital. 
What violence of passions! How many jarring 
interests ! My resolution was taken. 1 hastened 
to fulfil the obligations of my oath. I announced 
to the people that the past should be forgotten, 
tha: those who deserved well of their country 
should be rewarded. 

Vellow-citizens, I have not failed in my pro- 
mises, nor shall f ever have reason to repent me 
of my conduct. To this course, and to your 
virtues, itis due, that the ocnstituted authorities 
have been Supported in despite of the boldest in- 
novations; to this am I to attribute the reconcilia- 
tion of those who before regarded themselves as 
having reason to be my enemies : to this, to say 
all in a word, it is due that obedience tothe law- 
ful authorities, and the love of order, constitute 
at present the prevailing temper of the provinces 
over whose destinies I have the honor to preside 
as chief magistrate. It were a presumptuous folly 
to assert, that this has been established on foun- 
dations that are proof against every attempt; the 
ry age offers but too many examples of how 
allible, in these particulars, are all political in- 
stitutions; but how disgraceful ought we to con- 
sider the conduct of those who meditate a repe- 
tition of these mournful scenes in our country : 
it is proper to hope, that, in future, restless spi- 
rits will be more easily repressed than in the car- 
lier part of the present administration. Phen it 
‘was, that the extinguishment of anarchy claimed’ 
our first attention; yet we were by no means free 
from other assailants, whom it was necessary to 
oppose with our utmost efforts. ‘The interior 
provinces were threatened by the near approach | 
of the enemy, with a more numerous and effec- 
tive force than they had ever brought into the 
field; to concentrate our own, was impossible, 
from the want of meays to transport them hun- 
dreds of leagues, and from their already occupy- 
ing posts from which they could not be spared— 
Moreover I experienced the most painful embar- 
rassment of mind, when compelled to choose be- 
tween two extremes equally perilous : to abandon 
the districts of the interior, and the army which | 
covered them, to the utmost hazard, er to de- | 
sist from the attempt to reconquer Chili, ex-! 
posing the province of Cuyo to subjugation.— 
J at length adopted the course inspired by cou-| 
rage, bafiling the plans of the enemy’s gene-! 
rals, La Serma, and Marco. The Pstriot army | 
against which that of Lima was intended to 
operate, was rapidly reinforted, the discipline | 
and subordination, which had been lost, during ! 


the period of our reverses, were in a short time ;} 


restored. Its present strength, respectability, | 
and efficiency is known to you, in common with 
the rest of our fellow-citizens ; and more would 
you have seen, if the enemy, who now flies be- 
fore us, beaten and humbled, had not encountered 
a rampart of loyalty and valor in the province of 
Salta. 

The army of Cuyo, far from giving way to that 
of Peru, maintained its ground, until regimenis 
were tuarcaed from that capital to its reinforce- 
ment ; new regiments were created with a rapid- 
ity almost incredible, through the noble devoted- 
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power, as it has struck terror into the minds of 
our enemies; has kindled gratitude in the hearts 
of our brethren of Chili, and erected a most 
splendid monument of the power and glory of 
our country. 

The army of this capital was organized at the 
same time, with those of ti Andes and of the 
interior ; the regular force has been nearly dgu. 
bled ; the militia has made great progress in mi. 
litary discipline ; our slave population has been 
formed into battalions, and taught the military art 
as faras is consistent with their condition. “The 
capital is under no apprehension, that an army of 
ten thousand men can shake its liberties, and 
should the Peninsularians send against us thrice 
that number, ample provision has been made to 
receive them. 

Our navy has been fostered in all its branches; 
the scarcity of means under which we labored un. 
til now has not prevented us from undertaking 
very considerable operations, with respect to the 
national vessels ; all of them have been repaired 
and others have been purchased and armed, for 
the defence of our coasis and rivers ; provisions 
have been made, should necessity require it, for 
arming many more, so that the enemy will not 
find w nself secure from our reprisal even upoy 
the ocean. 

Our military force, at every point which it oc. 
cupies, seeuis to be animated by the same spirit ; 
its tactics are uniform, and have undergone a ra- 
pid improvement from the science and experience 
which it has borrowed from warlike nations. — 
Our arsenals have been replenished with arms 
and « sufficient store of cannon and munitions of 
war has been provided to maintain the contest 
for many years ; and this, after having supplied 
articles of every description to those districts 


i which have not as yet come into the union, but 
ij) whose connexions with us have been only inter. 


| cepted by reason of our past misfortunes. 


Our iegions daily receive considerable aug- 
mentations from new levies ; all our preparations 
have been made, as though we were about to. 
enter upon the contest anew. Until now, the 
vastness of our resources were unknown to us, 
and our enemies may contemplate, with deep 
mortification and despair, the present flourishing 
state of these provinces after so many devasta- 
tions. f 

The office of major general, has been re-es- 
tablished, for the purpose of giving an uniform 
direction to our armies, in order to foster the 
militia in all its details, and to. regulate the system 
of military economy. The general officers and 
those of a lower grade, occupied in those duties, 
will lighten the labors of the government, at 
the same time rendering more practical the pro- 
gress and improvements of which the military 
force is susceptible, thus forming by degrees a 
body of expert soldiery, who will at once be an 
honor to their country, and serve as its firmest 
pillars in times of danger. 

Whilst thus occupied in providing for our safe- 
ty within, and preparing for assaults from without, 
other objects of solid interest have not been ne- 





ness and generous liberality of that province, in 
order to accelerate the final preparations, for sct- 
ting on fuot the stupendous design, which had 
been formed, of scaling the Andes ; whose suc 
cessful issue will afford to other nations some 
means of estimating the respectability of our 





glected, and which hitherto were thought to op- 
pose insurmountable obstacles. 

Gur system of finance had hitherto been ona 
footing entirely inadequate to the unfailing sup- 





ply of our wants, and still more to.the liquidation 
of the-immense debt which had been contracted 
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: ears. An unremitted application to 
ee has enabled me to create the means 
of satialying the creditors of the state, who had 
already abandoned their debts as lost, as well as to 
devise a fixed mode, by which ‘the taxes may be 
made to fall equally and indirectly on the whole 
mass of our population ; it is not the least merit 
of this operation, that # has been effected in des- 
pite of the writings by which it was attacked and 
which are but little creditable to the intelligence 
and good intentions of their authors.—The result 
has been; that there now circulates in the hands 
of the capitalists a sum equivalent in its value to 
one million of dollars, which was deficient, before 
the adoption of the measures by which it was 
produced. To the same measures, are we in- 
debted for the receipt of two hundred and sixty 
eight thousand dollars, in the treasury of the cus- 
tom house, in the short time which has elapsed 
since my decree of the 29th of March. At no 
other period have the public exigencies been so 
punctually supplied, nor have more important 
works been undertaken. ; 

The people, moreover, have been relieved 
ifrom many burdens, which, being partial, or con- 
fined to particular classes, had occasioned vexa- 
tion and disgust—-Oiher vexations, searcely less 
grievous, will by degrees be also suppressed, a- 
voiding as far as possible a recurrence to loans, 
which have drawn after them the most fatal con- 
sequences to states. Shouli we, however, be 
compelled to resort to such expedients, the len- 
ders will not see themselves in danger of looing 
their advances. ‘To shew. these practical results, 
is to make the best reply to censure ; if it be the 
intention to do justice to the zeal and intelligence 
of public officers, the inconveniences and diffi- 
culties must be weighed with the good that has 
been effected. It isan idle vanity to seek for per- 
fection in the labors of men. 

One of the. mischiefs attendant on the adminis- 
tration of the national treasury, was the existence 
of many superfluous offices ; with respect to this, 
the proper reformations have been made, espe- 
cially in respect to the armories and public works. 
The attention of the government is continually 
alive in this branch of its duties, and it is not 
without hopes of being able to see abundance 
restored, even in the midst of the unceasing at- 
tention required by war, and of the many under- 
takings that have been set on foot for the advance- 
ment of the general prosperity. 

Such has been the extention of our southern 
frontier, over plains and deserts well adapted to 
the formation of wealthy settlements ; a project, 
whose accomplishment was not within the reach 
of former governments, in spite of repeated at- 
tempts to subdue obstacles which the present ad- 
ministration has had the good fortune to surmount. 
The unfortunate inhabitants of our plains have 
not only been gratutiously supplied with suitable 
Jands, on which to fix their habitations, but have 
been furnished with the means to cultivate them 
to advantage. 

Such has been the re-establishment of the col- 
lege, heretofore named San Carlos, but hereafter 
to bt called the Union of the South, asa point de- 
signated for the dissemination of learning to the 
youth of every part of the state, on the most ex- 
tensive scale, for the attainment of which object 
the government is at the present moment engag- 
edin putting in practice every possible diligence. 
it will not be long before these nurseries will 
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flourish; in which the liberal and exact’sciences 
will be cultivated, in which the hearts of those 
young men will be formed, who are destined at 
some future day to add splendor to our country. ; 

Such has been the establishment of a military 
depot on our frontier, with its capacious magazine, 
a necessary measure to guard us from future dan- 
gers, a work which does more honor to the pru- 
dent foresight of our country, as it was under- 
taken in the moment. of its prosperous fortunes ; 
a measure which must give more occasion for 
reflection to our enemies, than they can impose 
upon us by their boastings. 

This exposition is not made with a view to~en- 
hance the value of those services which our 
country has a right to demand as a debt, but to 
offer an ixrefragable proof to the people, that 
prudence and circumspection are the virtues 
which are required to secure the fruits.of their 
heroic efforts. For the rest, reflecting minds, 
calculating the labors of the government by the 
immense disparity between the present state of 
our affairs, and what they were fifteen months 

‘0, will do justice to the zeal which has effected 
changes so important. They will no less give 
credit for many other acts, of a nature to manifest 
themselves less fully to the public. I have al- 
ready mentioned the difficulties which embarras- 
sed me, in respect to our interior relations, and 
if f had opposed less firmness in, resisting the “Wio- 
lence of party, a breach with the neighboring 
nation would be the inevitable consequence. 
The course pursued by me, in this particular, 
leaves unimpaired our nights to the invaded ter- 
ritory, convinced that pacific measures, so long 
as the honor of the country requires no other, 
will be productive of more salutary effects, than 
a resort to violence, without necessity. 

A period there has been, you well remember, 
fellow-citizens, in which the provinces were 
threatened with the sight of the nascent order 
and tranquility subverted under pretexts of the 
most injurious suspicions against the constituted 
authorities. It was that period which occasioned 
more trouble to my mind, than any other during 
my administration. I will cheerfully renounce 
my claims to the public gratitude, for the sleep- 
less nights spent in watching over its safety, if it 
will appreciate the sacrifice I have made, the 
pain it has given to my heart, to have been com- 
pelled to adopt the rude and violent measures, 
which atthat crisis saved the state from ruin. 
But the necessity and justice of my proceedings, 
and the happy consequences which have attended 
them, leave me ng room to repent. 

Under the same circumstances, my condugt 
shall be the same. I will extinguish all the natu- 
ral feelings of my heart, sooner than consent to 
the repetition of scenes, which weaken our power, 
and sink our national glory to the lowest degre- 
dation. 

Fellow-citizens, we owe our unhappy reverses 
and calamities to the depraving system of our 
ancient metropolis, which, in condemning us to 
the obscurity and opprobrium of the most degrad- 
ed destiny, has sown with thorns the path that 
conducts us to liberty. Tell that metropolis that 
even she may glory in your works! Already 
have you cleared all the rocks, escaped every 
danger, and conducted these provinces to the 
flourishing condition in which we now behold 
them. Let the enemies of your name contem- 
plate with despair the energies of your virtues, 








and let the nations acknowledge that you already 
appertain to their illustrious rank. Let us felici- 
tate ourselves on the blessings we have already 
obtained, and let us shew to the world that we 
have learned to profit by the experience of our 
past misfortunes. 

JUAN MARTIN DE PUEYRREDON. 
Buenos Ayres, July 21, 1817. 

From the New-Orleans Gazette, Sept. 30. 

Some time since we noticed the attempt of 
éaptain Felix, commanding officer of H. B. M. 
sloop of war Beaver, then lying in the port of 
New-Orleans, forcibly to transport from this 

lace an individual, not attached to his vessel, 
in defiance of the civil authority of the state. 
Shortly afterwards, captain Felix was arrested, 
and his conduct subjected to judicial investi- 

tion, quring the pendency of which, it would 
rave been improper to expose the circumstan- 
ces of the transactions to the consideration of 
‘the public. The investigation of the case having 
terminated, we now deem it proper to give 
publicity to the facts, in ordeg to satisfy the curi- 
osity of the inquisitive, and to prevent the circu- 
lation of misrepresentations. 

While the Beaver lay in this port, an individu- 
al, who had resided a length of ime in the city, 
was induced to go on board for the purpose of 
selling tobacco to the crew. He was there ar- 
rested and detained as a deserter from the British 
na.y. When the circumstances were discovered, 
Mr. Chew, the collector of the port, demanded 
of captain Felix, by letter, the liberation of the 
detained seaman, warning him at the same time 
of the consequences of attempting to proceed to 
sea without referring the matter to the civil tri- 
bunal. This application proved finitless, and 
some of the seaman’s acqaintance applied to the 
hon. Joshua Lewis, for a writ of habeas corpus, 
in his favor. A writ was regularly granted, di- 
rected to the commanding officer of the sloop, 
and ordered him forthwith to have the individual 
before the judge, to be dealt with according to 
law. Captain Felix refused te obey the writ, 
and wrote the following letter to the judge in 
justification of his conduct : 

“On H. B. Majesty's service, 
- HH. B.M. sloop Beaver, 
OF New- Orleans, August 30, 1817. 

“ Sir~I beg leave to transmit you a copy of 
the deposition of the British deserter detained on 
board here. You will peréeive by it, his acknowl- 
edgment of his being a British subject, a deserter 
from H. B. M. sloop Bermuda, and not a sufficient 
time a resident of New-Orleans, to entitle him to 
the privilege of a citizen of the United States. 
You will also perceive that he states himself to 
have gone by no other name while in New-Or- 
Jeans, than Capel and Hamilton ; that of Lamb, 
does not therefore apply to him ; nor, while he 
acknowledges himself a deserter from the British 
service, do I conceive he can be considered as a 
person illegally detained. If a writ, describin 
the individual and accompanied by such ra 
formalities as may sanction my compliance, be 
executed, I shall of course, submit myself to the 
civil authorities, at the same time 1! shall protest 
against the exercise of power in this partieular 
instance, and leave the further adjustment of the 

' to our respective governments ; but I trust 
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arisen from false information having beew laid be- 
fore you in the first instance. 1 again beg leave 
to remind you that the man was not taken by us 
either from the shore or from any ship or boat, 
but came voluntarily on board, where he was 
recognized, and acknowledged himself a deserter 
from the British service being thus, by his 
own act, placed under th er of the British 

to detain him became my Had I done other. 
wise, I should have acted contrary to my positive 
instructions. Immediately afterthe affuir 

L waited on the British consul, and begged that 
he would communicate it to the civil authorities 
of the place. 1 feel anxious to obviate any: mis. 
conception in this: case, and to convince you 
that Lhave been guided throughout by a desire 
tu act conformably to the mutual rights of the 
two nations. 

i have the honor to remain, sir, with every 
sentiment of respect, your obedient, humble ser. 
vant, 

R. R. FELIX, Captain 
H. B. M. sloop Beaver, 
To the hon. Judge Lewis, 
New-Orleans ” 


Independently of any question of right as to the 
detention of the seaman, no greater indignity 
could have been offered to our laws ; no greater 
outrage could have been inflicted on an indivi- 
dual, than in contempt of the ¢ivil authority, 
forcibly to deprive him of an impartial hearing 
before the tribunals of our country. ‘The judge, 
therefore, immediately issued a writ of attach. 
ment, commanding the sheriff to arrest and bring 
before him the captain, for his contempt and dis. 
obedience of the former writ. The deputy sher- 
iff used every exertion to execute the process: 
but was resisted and menaced by the captain, 
who ordered hiscrew to fire, if the sheriff persist. 
ed in his eflorts. 

It would have been proper now for the sheriff 
to call out the posse comitatus ; and the rapidity 
with which the knowledge of these events circu- 
lated through the city, and the burst of indignation 
which they excited, seemed to point to that 
measure, and would have rendered it efficacious. 
But the sloop was under weigh, the calamitoussitu- 
ation of the city was adverted to, nor was it doubt- 
ed that captain Felix would be arrested under 
the guns of fort St. Philip, especially as it was 
known that a good citizen and a soldier of no ordi- 
nary fame, commanded that post. An express 
was dispatched to the fort with legal process di- 
rected to the sheriff of Plaquemine, and by great 
exertion arrived there before the Beaver. Majot 
Humphrey having been properly culled upon, 
with his usual firmness and promptitude, inform. 
ed captain Felix that he must submit to the civil 


to do so. 

Immediately after his arrest, captain Felix was 
brought to this city, where he received informa- 
tion (which, through motives of humanity, had 
been communicated to him at Plaquemine,) that 
his detention would be protracted till he caused 
the individual in whose favor the writ of habeas 
corpus had been issued, to be forth coming. “The 
seaman was accordingly sent for, brought back, 
and after mature delibetation, discharged. His 
honor the judge rej etted that there was no law 
on the subject, nor treaty provisions between the 





affrir esent statement will remove any miscon- 
the P) on your part, which 1 am persuaded has 
CePtig 


two governments, and that under these circum- 
stances the two governments must reciprecally 


authority of the state, or he would be compelled 
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‘suffer for their inattention to the- subject; that 
controversies of this nature must be governed 
by the general prinei of law, which regulate 
ordinary. contracts ; therefore, if'a v unta- 
rv contract between the individual and the Brit- 
ish government had. been proved, it could only 
be enforced, like other gontracts, by a suit; and 
that force could not, be ised by individuals 
without the sanction of law. If the captain could 
no’ have arrested the individual on shore, and 
tre - forced, himinto a compliance with his con- 
tract, be could not exercise force towards him on 
board his vessel, while she lay in our waters. 
For, ina country governed by law alone, acci- 
dent gives no rights, and individuals cannot exer- 
cise higher authority in enforcing compliance 
with contracts than the civil authority of the 
country The captain urged with some plausi- 
bility, that even in.the merchant service, deser- 
terscould be summarily arrested and delivered 
to the authority of their officers; but it was an- 
swered that this was-authorsed by express sta- 
tutes, both,in England and in the United States : 
and the fact that statutes were deemed necessary 
to grant the power in that case, proved that it 
gould not be exercised in the other without some 
‘Jegal provision. The orders of the commanding 
officer to arrest «Il deserters, which were pleaded 
by the captain, could not authorise him to vio- 
late our laws—indeed on subjects of this nature, 
his orders were suspended by the authority of 
those laws, while, by permission of our civil 
officers he remained within their jurisdiction. 
‘The man was liberated. 

The captain having pleaded his ignorance of le- 
gal proceedings and the orders of his command- 
ing officer ; having manifested, moreover, much re- 
gret for what had occurred, and made the most am- 
ple apologies, was discharged without being im- 
prisoned or even fined—this was a degree of lenity 
not perhaps deserved—it was a lenity which was 


not extended to the same in Louisiana, in 2 cuse of 


very dissimilar nature—it was a. lenity, however, 
neither incompatible with the character of the 
judge, nor displeasing to his fellow citizens, who, 
while they are willing to sacrifice their lives and 
fortunes to maintain the dignity of their laws, to 
protect their inestimable privileges, and to exalt 
their national character, are above the littleness 
of personal spite and malignity of feeling. 

As we before suggested, it might have been 
expected that a view of the memorable plains below 
this city would suppress the ebullition of foreign 
pride among us. We trust, at least, the miscar- 
riage of this attempt upon individual liberty, will 
preserve in future the dignity of our laws from 
similar violation, «nd the proud feclings and cha- 
racter of our citizens from similar insult. 

Our indignation at this outrage of captain Fe- 
lix was mingled with no small degree of astonish- 
ment, that itshould have been committed by an offi- 
cer of the nation from whom: that great safeguard 
of liberty, the writ of habeas corpus, derives its ori- 
gin—who boast of it as constituting a signal’mark 
of distinction between them and the rest of Eu- 
rope—a nation in which no man cver refused obc- 
dience to it, with impunity, unless it had been 


previously suspended by-an act of the legislature. 


Even now when the very existence of the go- 
vernmentis menaced ; when, if: eve?, itis neces- 
sary to arm the.crown with extraordinary powers, 
the English people view its suspension with an 
impatience berdering on open rebellion, although 
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constitutionally enacted by parliament. And shall 
an officer be permitted to commit an outrage w 
this writ in our country, that he would - not tees 
to think upon in his own ? ' 
Captain Felix may have been misled by fallacious, 
intemperate, perhaps wicked counsel; he may 
have been impelled throughout this transaction, 
by what he deemed a sense of duty : If this was 
the fact (and we believe it was) we respect -his 
feelings, and the mortification to which he. has 
been subjected ; but we feel a pride and plea- 
sure in the assurance that he was defeated in an 
attempt to invade the liberty of an individual 
(hewever humble his station) who was entitled 
to the protection of our shores ; and that the mi- 
nister of the law, while he shewed the yani- 
mity to pardon and forgive, where. punishment 
was unnecessary, and example useless, displayed a 
power adequate to protect our rights from viola- 
tion and his own dignity from insult. . 


The following memorial, says the St. Louis Emi-- 
grant, is now in circulation in tke Missouri Ter- 
vitory. 

MEMORIAL 
OF THE CITIZER3 OF MISSOURI TERRITORY, 

To the honorable the senate and the house of repre- 
sentatives of the Uyited States of America, in 
congress assembled, , 

The petition of the undersigned inhabitants of the 
territory of Missouri, respectfully sheweth : 
That your petitioners live within that part of 

the territory of Missouri which lies between the 
latitudes 36 degrees, 30 minutes, and 40 degrees 
north, and between the Mississippi river to the east 
and the Osage boundary line to the west. They 
pray that they may be admitted into the union of 
the states within these limits. 

They conceive that their numbers entitle them 
to the benefits and to the rank of a state govern- 
mént. ‘Taking the progressive increase during fov- 
mer years, as the basis of the calculation, they 
estimate their present numbers at upwards of forty 
thousand souls. Tennessee, Ohio, and the Mis- 
sissippi states were admitted with smaller num)crs 
and the treaty of cession guarantees this great pri- 
vilege to your petitioners as soon asitcan he 
granted under the principles of the federal con- 
stitution. They have passed eight years in the 
first grade of territorial government, five in the 
second ; they have evinced their attechment to 
the honor and integrity of the union during th: 
late war, and they, with deference, urge their 
right to become 2 member of the great republic.: 

‘They forbear to dilate upon the evils of the 
territorial government, but will barely name, 
among the grievances of this condition— 

1. That they have no vote in your honorable 
body, and yet are subject to the indirect taxes 
imposed by vou. 

2. That the veto of the territorial executive 
is absolute upon the acts of the territorial legis- 
lature. 

3. That the superior court’ is constructed on 
principles unheard of in any other system of juris- 
prudence, having primary coguizance of almost 
every controversy, civil and criminal, and subject 
to correction by no other tribunal !!! 

4. That the powers of the territorial legislature 
are limited in the passage of laws of alocal nature 
owing to the paramount authority of congress to 
legislate upon the same subject. 
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The boundaries which they solicit for the future 
state, they believe to be the most reasonable and 
proper that can be devised. The southern limit 
will be an extension of the line that divides Vir- 
giniw and North Carolina, Tennessee and Ken- 
tucky. The northern will correspond nearly with 
the north limit of the territory of Illinois and with 
the Indian boundary line, near the mouth of the 
river Des Moines. A front of three and a half de- 
grees upon the Mississippi will be. left to the 
south, to form the territory of Arkansas, with the 
tiver Arkansas traversing its centre. A front of 
three and a half degrees more, upon a medium 
depth of 200 miles, with the Missouri river in the 
centre, will form the state of Missouri. Another 
front of equal extent, embracing the great river 
St. Pierre, will remain above, to form another 
state, at some future day. 

The boundaries, as solicited, will include all the 
eountry to the north and west to which the Indian 
title has been extinguished. 

They will include the body of the population. 

They will make the Missouri river the cextre, 
and not the boundary of the state. 

Your petitioners deprecate the idea of making 
the civil divisions of the state to correspond with 
the natural divisions of the ¢wuntry. Such divi- 
sions will promote that tendency to separate, 
which it is the policy of the union to counteract. 

The above described boundaries are adapted to 
the localities of the country. 

The woodland districts are found towards the 
great rivers. The interior is composed of vast 
regions of naked and sterile plains stretching to 
the Shining Mountains. The states must have 
large fronts upon the Mississippi, to prevent 
themselves from being carried into these deserts. 

Besides, the country north and south of the 
Missouri is necessary each tothe other, the for- 
mer possessing a rich soil destitute of mineral, 
the latter abounding in mines of lead and iron, 
snd thinly sprinkled with spots of ground fit for 
cultivation. 

Your petitioners hepe that their voice may 
have some weight in the division of their own 
country, and in tire formation of their state bounda- 
ries; and that statesmen, ignorant of its localities, 
may not undertake to cut up their territory with 
fanciful divisions which look handsome on pa- 
per, but must be ruinous in effect. 

And your petitioners will pray, &c. 


INDIAN AFFAIRS. 


Extract of a letter to governor Clark, of the Mis- 
souri, dated— 

Michilimackimae, 14th of Aug. 1807. 

Dear Str—Yours of the 20 June, was handed 
me by Michael Lecroix, some short time since; 
his return being the first means within my know- 
jedge of conforming to your excellency’s request, 
t avail myself of his politeness to assure you thata 
descriptive list of all persons licensed by me to 
trade with Indian tribes, in your territory, was 
forwarded from this office immediately after the 
licenses issued. I have to lament their having 
miscarried, but will furnish each person who shall 
hereafter obtain a license from this office, with a 
<lescriptive list of the persons engaged in trade, 
together with boatmen, &c ; a copy of theirinvoice, 
amount, and names of securities, enclosed to Ben- 














jamin O’Fallon, Esq. United States’ agent. 


Permit me to assure you, sir, that no fre; 
shall obtain a license from me, to trade j 
part of the United States, except when j inn 


positively instructed to grant such license, 


: ‘ . Aveo. 
py of my instructions on that 
forward to Mr. O’Fallon. Permit ne we 


trude upon your excellency’s perusal 
munication to the Fs War, ‘of 
winter, on the subject of Indian twadel whit 
press of business in this office has “prevented m. 
from being enabled ‘to copy as early as] ¢ by 
have wished, in order to have forwarded ty ‘ 
directly by Mr. Lecroix; but, with a copy of 
instructions, EF will also forward it to Mr, O'Palloe 
The Indians of this agency appear to be well 
disposed to return to a state of peace and ami 
with the United States. The Ottowas have lai 
informed me of a messenger’s having been sent ig 
them by the prophet’s party, with a view to as. 
certain their sentiments m relation to the Ameri 
can government, holding out the probable event 
of an early rupture on their part with us, and in. 
viting them, in that event, to join the coalition, 
which they stated already consisted of many tribes. 
in the south and south west, of which I received 
immediate notice from the chiefs of the Ottg 
in council, when they vokintarily tendered their 
services to the American government,’ in the 
event of such attemp being made on the part of 
the rrophet and his party, against us; assurj 
me. that they would defend their lands, their 
squaws and children, and unite with us in the de. 
fence of ours. 


How far credit may be attached to this report 
of the-intentions of the prophet and his party, | 
am not prepared to say, but am inclined to the 
opinion that some indirect attempt has been made 
on their part, to enfiame the minds of the Indians 
of this agency, which, however, I am decidedly 
inclined to believe will not succeed. 

A number of the Wenominies, Wineb: 
Sacks, Potawatimies, and Foxes, have visited 
Drummond’s Island thisseason, where they receiy- 
ed considerable presents, but not, I believe, equal 
to their demands or expectations. They roles 
to be much dissatisfied and disappointed in this 
respect, which they openly express. To their 
sincerity, however, in this particular, I am not in- 
clined to give implicit credit, but do conceive 
that they have not met with that reception which 
they were led to expect on their late visit to 
Drummond’s Island. 

Between the North West and Hudson Bay Com. 
panies, the struggle for ascendency seems still to 
continze with unabated exertion and rancor The 
accounts from thence have been so ver'y contra- 
dictory and conflicting, as to have rendered it 
impossible, as vet, to form a correct opinion) of 
their plans or proceedings, in relation to their ex 
tention of trade within the American limits clan- 
destinely. That such are their views, however, 
I entertain no doubt; but in what way, to what 
extent, or under what pretext, must require some 
time to develope. The Hudson Bay Company, 
under the Earl of Selkirk, did, during the last 
winter, introduce very considerable quantities of 
goods into the American limits, near Font du Lac 
or lake Superior, under the pretext of obtaining 
provisions for his people at Fort Williams, of 
which I have notified our government by deposi- 
tions which I have been enabled to obtain, clearly, 
in my opinion, estwblishing the fact. 


‘ 
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[ beg leave to assure you, sir, that I shall, with 
the greatest pleasure, 
excellency’s int 
that I may be co 

join you wit nti 
~9 foreign traders from American limits. 
WM. HENRY PUTHUFF. 
asin ieuue™ 
Pe a 
we 


mpelled to issue for your territory, 
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3d lieutenant James Spencer, to be 2d lieu- 


answer at any time to your |/tenant, 29th September, 1817, vice Anthony, 
errogatories, in relation to licenses |} promoted. 


3d lieutenant Isaac A. Adams. to be 2d lieuten- 


h all my soul, in entirely exclud- |/ant, 14th October, 1817, vice Eurle, deceased. « 


3d lieutenant Wm. M. Graham, to be 2d lieu- 


tenant, 24th October, 1817, vice M‘Clintock pro- 
moted. 


3d lieutenant James D. Graham, to be 2d lieu- 


tenant, Sist October, 1817, vice Gigniliat, re- 
sign ed. 


3d lieutenant Charles Dispenville, to be 2d 


ADIT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S a7. lieutenant, 31st October, 1817, vice Graffenriedte, 


November 1, 1817. 

GENERAL ORDER. 

tions and appointments to fill vacancies in the 
— pnb Of the United States. 
ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT. : 

Ist lieutenant Rufus L. Baker, to be captain, 
Qist May, 1817, vice Campbell dismissed. 

24 lieutenant John W. ‘Thompson, to be Ist 
lieutenant, 2ist May, 1817, vice Baker, pro- 
moted. : 

3d lieutenant James Simonson to be 2d lieut. 
2ist May, 1817, vice Thompson, promoted. 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS. 

Ist lieutenant Frederick Lewis, to be captain, 
1st Oct. 1817, vice Cutbush, resigned. 

2d lieutenant J. L. Smith, to be 1st lieutenant, 
Ist October, 1817, vice Lewis, promoted. 

Brevet 2d lieutenant R. W. Pooler, to be 2d liev- 
tenant, 1st October, 1817, vice Smith, promoted. 

CORPS OF ARTILLERY. ry 

Ist lieutenant John Farley, to be captain, 19th 
June, 1817, vice Biddle, assistant inspector ge- 
neral. 

2d lieutenant Joseph P. Prince, to be 1st lieut. 
13th May, 1817, vice Spencer, deceased. 

2d lieutenant Richard Bache, to be Ist lieuten- 
ant, 15th June, 1817, vice Randall resigned. 

2d lieutenant P. J. Neville, to be Ist lieutenant, 
19th June, 1817, vice Farley, promoted. 

2d lieutenant M. S. Massey, to be 1st lieutenant 
5th August, 1817, vice Goode, dismissec. 

2d lieutenant T. W. Denton, to be Ist lieut.3Oth 
Sept. 1817, vice Coffie. 

2d lieutenant Charles Anthony, to be Ist lieu- 
tenant, 29th September, 1817, vice M‘Keizie, de- 
ceased. 

2d lieutenant W., M‘Clintock, to be Ist lieut. 
4th Oct. 1817, vice Lent, dismissed. 

3d lieutenant James Monroe, tobe 2d lieut. 2d 
May, 1817, vice Roberts, deceased. 
3d lieutenant Robert C. Brent, to be 2d lieut. 
13th May, 1817, vice Prince, promoted. 
3d lieutenant George A. Washington, to be 2d 
lieut. 13th May, 1817, vice Brown, deceased. 
3d lieutenant Robert J. Scott, to be 2d lieut. 
15th June, 1817, vice Bache, promoted. 

_ 3d lieutenant Francis N. Berrier, to be 2d 
lieutenant, 19th June, 1817, vice Neville, pro- 
moted. 
: 3d lieutenant Alexander F. Cochran, to be 2d 
lieutenant, 5th August, 1817, vice Massey, pro- 
moted. 

3d lieutenant. Milo Johnson, to be 2d lieuten- 
ant, 5th August,-1817, vice Dennis, dismissed. 
_ 3d lieutenant Robert M. Forsyth, to be 2d 
lieutenant, 8th September, 1817, vice Bosque, 
dropped. 

Sd iieutenant Thomas W. Lendrum, to be 2d 





resigned. 
FIRST REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
Ast lieutenant William C. Beard, to be captain, 
Ist May, 1817, vice Baker, resigned. 
Ist lieutenant William Sumpter, to be captain, 
3lst May, 1817, vice Butler, resigned. 
2d lieutenant Waddy V. Cobbs, to be Ist lieu- 
tenant, 15th April, 1817, vice Ross, resigned. 
2d lieutenant Samuel Houston, to be Ist liew- 
tenant, ist May, 1817, vice Beard, promoted. 
2d lieutenant Wm. K. Paulling, to be Ist lieu- 
tenant, Sist May, 1817, vice Sumpter, promoted. 
SECOND REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
Ist lieutenant W. Browning, to be captain, 1st 
Nov. 1817, vice Steele, resigned. 
2d lieutenant Robert “M. Harrison, to be Ist 
lieutenant, Ist November, 1817, vice Browning, 
promoted. 
THIRD REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
Ist lieutenant John Garland, to be captain, 7th 
May, 1817, vice Adair, resigned. 
2d lieutenant John B. Clark, to be 1st lieuten- 
ant, 7th May, 1817, vice Garland promoted. 
2d lieutenant Edward E. Brooks, to Ist lieuten- 
ant, Ist June, 1817, vice Conway, zesigned 
FOURTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
Ist lieutenant John M‘Gavock, jr. to be captain 
31st May, 1817, vice Callis, resigned. 
Ist lieutenant James H. Gate, to be captain, 
Sist July, 1817, vice Neilson, resigned. 
2d lieutenant John C. Wells, to be ist lieuten- 
ant, 3ist May, 1817, vice M‘Gavock, promoted. 
2d lieutenant Francis W. Brady, to be Ist lieu- 
tenant, 31st July, 1817, vice Gale, promoted. 
2d Hieutenant John R. Clark, to be Ist lieuten- 
ant, 31st October, 1817, vice Randolph, resigned. 
FIFTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
2d lieutenant Oliphant Martin, to be 1st licu- 
tenant ist July, 1817, vice Hovey, resigned. 
SEVENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
Ist lieutenant William Bee, jr. to be captain 
30th April, 1817, vice Armstrong, resigned. 
1st lieutenant Joseph J. Clinch, to be captain, 
31st May, 1817, vice Bell, resigned. 
Ist lieutenant Thomas Blackston, to be captain, 
Sist,May, 1817, vice Bailey, dismissed. 
Ist lieutenant Jacob Tipton, to be captain, Ist 
June, 1817, vice Mallory, resigned. 
2d lieutenant Benjamin R. Christian, to be 
Ist lieutenant, 30th April, 1817, vice Bee, jr 
promoted. : 
2d lieutenant Charles Betts, to be 1st lieuten- 
ant, 31st May, 1817, vice Clinch, promoted. 
2d lieutenant Daniel E. Burch, to be 1st lieu- 
tenant, 7th June, 1817. 
EIGHTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
Ast lieutenant Thomas Wrigiit, to be captain, 
25th September, 1817, vice Mountjoy, resigned. 
2d lieutenant Nathaniel Young, to be 1st lieu- 








lieutenant, 30th September, 1817, vice Denton, 
promoted. 


tenant, 26th June, 117, vice Hopkins, deceased- 
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2d lieutenant Samiel Riddle, to be 1st lieu- 
tenant, 15th August, 1817, vice Whistler, drop- 
ed. 
2d lieutenant, John Maul, to be Ist lieutenant, 
20th August, 1817, vice Guy, resigned. 
2d lieutenant Farley Eddy, to be Ist lieuten- 
ant, 12th September, 1817, vice Stephens, 
dfopped. ; 
2d lieutenant Richard B. Mason, to be Ist lieu- 
tenant. 25th September, 1817, vice Wright, pro- 
* moted. 
RIFLE REGIMENT. 
Ast lieutenant Joseph Calhoun, jr. to be cap- 
tain, 31st March, 1817, vice Kean, resigned. : 
Ist lieutenant James H. Ballard, to be captain, 
22d April, 1817, vice Shipp, deceased. ‘ 
2d lieutenant James S. Gray, to be Ist licuten- 
ant, 31st March, 1817, vice Calhoun, promoted., 
2d lieutenant Thomas F. Smith, to be 1st lieut. 
_ 22d April, 1817, vice Ballard, promoted. 
2d lieutenant Thomas F. Hunt, tobe Ist lieut. 
ist July, 1817, vice Hamilton, resigned. 
2d lieutenant William S. Blair, to be 1st lieut. 
15th July, 1817, vice Harrison, dropped. 
2d lieutenant Horace Broughton, to be 1st lheu- 
tenant, 3lst July, 1817, vice Hollingsworth, re- 


signed. 
: APPOINT MENTS. 


John Biddle, to be assistant inspector general, 
19th, June, 1817. 

William Baker, tobe post surgeon, 20th June, 
1817. 

Clajon Reily, to be hospital surgeon’s mate, 
Olst Oct. 1817. 

S.C. Muir, to be hospital surgeon’s mate, 31st 
May, 1817. 

Simeon Knight. to be battalion paymaster, 16th 
Oct. 1817. 

James Spencer, to be 3d lieutenant corps of 
artillery, 17th July, 1817, promoted. 


Isaac A. Adams,_to be 3d lieutenant corps of 


artillery, 17th July, 1817, promoted. 

Wm. M. Graham, to be 3d lieutenant corps of 
artillery, 17th July 1817, promoted. 

Jas. D. Graham, to be 3d lieut. corps of atillery, 
17th July, 1817, promoted. 

Charles Despinville, to be 3d lieut. corps of ar- 
tillery, 16th July, 1817, promoted. 

John C. Kirk, to be ad ieutenant corps of ar- 
tillery, 17th July, 1817. 

John R. Vinton, to be 3d lieutenant corps of ar- 
tillery, 17th July, 1817. 

Richard B. Lee, to be 3d lieutenant corps of ar- 
tillery, 17th July, 1817. ; 

Frederick L. Griffith, to be 3d lieutenant corps 
of artillery, 17th July, 1817. 

Edward I. Lambert, to be Sd lieutenant corps 
of artillery 17th July, 1817. 

William G. M‘Neill, to be 3d lieutenant corps 
of artillery 17th July, 1817. 

Angus W. M‘Donald, to be 3d lieutenant corps 
of artillery, 17th July, 1817. 

Henry Berryman, to be 3d lieutenant corps of 
artillery, 17th July, 1817. 

Constantin M. Eakin, to be 3d lieutenant corps 
of artillery, 17th July, 1817. 

John D. Orr, to be Sd lieutenant corps of artil- 
lery, 17th July, 1817. 

Ethan A. Hitchcock, to be Sd lieutenant corps 
of artillery, 17th July, 1817. 

John M. Washington, to be 3d lieutenant corps 
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Matthew A. Patrick, to be 3d lie 
of artillery, 18th August, 1817. “—— Corps 

Jeremiah Yancey, to be 3d licute 
artillery, 18th August, 1817. 

Wilson Whartley, to be 3d lieute 
artillery, 4th of Scatahes 1817. Bie oh, 

B. Favrot, to be 2d lieutenant 1st j 
May, 1817. infantry, 8h 

William Kerr, to be 2d lieutena infantry, 
14th August, 1817. “9 ’ 

Robert B. Harney, to be 2d lieut tj 
fantry, or August. 1817. ve 

Richard Douglass, to be 2d lieute : 
ry, 14th July, 1817 ant 21 infant. 

Michael F. Vandeventer, to be 2d jj 
2d infantry, 22d July, 1817. Tieutenat 

George W. Stall, to be 2d lieutenant 34 infu 
ry, 14th September, 1817. as 

William F. Taylor, to be 2d lieutenant 4th in. 
fantry, 18th August, 1817. ; 

M. H. Elliot, to be surgeon 4th infant 
October, 1817. 9 poche 

Ephraim K. Barnum, to be surgeon 5:h infantry 
11th a 1817. ? 

Samuel 5. Stacey, to be surgeon Sth i 
22d July, 1817. 4 ’ vray 

Richard H Ashley, to be surgeon 5th in 
30th July, 1817. ’ oni 

Henry Green, to be surgeon’s mate 5th infant. 
ry, 22d July, 1817. 

Zalmon C, Palmer, to be 2d lieutenant 6th in. 
fantry, 16th June, 1817. 

Daniel E. Burch, to be 2d lieutenant 7th infant. 
ry, 15th June, 1817, promoted. 

John B. Hogan, to be paymaster 7th infantry, 
25t!1 September, 1817. 

Farly Eddy, to be 2d lieutenant 8th infan 
1ith August, 1817, promoted. 

Richard B. Mason, to be 2d lieutenant 8th in. 
fantry, 2d September, 1817, promoted. 

Arthur Nelson, to be surgeon’s mate Sist Oc. 
tober, 1817. 

William G. Shade, to be 2d lieutenant rifle re. 
giment, 22d May, 1817. 

John Gantt, to be 2d lieutenant rifle regiment, 
24th May, 1817. 

Gabriel Field, to be 2d lieutenant rifle regi 
ment, 24th May, 1817. 

John Clark, to be 2d lieutenant rifle regiment, 
20th June, 1817. 

Charles Pentland, to be 2d lieutenant rifle re. 
giment, 9th October, 1817. 

By order, 


nant CO:ps'of 





D. PARKER, 

Adj. & Ins. Gen. » 
Note. It is believed vacancies exist which 
may alter the dates of some promotions when the 
casualties are officially reported. When the aca- 
demic staff do not otherwise recommend. the rank 
of cadets, promoted on the same day, is settled by 
the date of warrant. 
RTS 


FOREIGN SUMMARY. 


ENGLAND. 


Phenomenon to be explained —Sunday evening, 
about seven o’clock, the loungers round the ba 
sin in the Green Park, were astonished by the 
appearance of corruscations arising from the sur- 
face of the water. The place they chiefly occu 
pied was on the north side, near the Lodge, ex- 








of artillery, 17th July, 1817. 


tending apparently over a spacc about 20 feet ip 
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readth ; others on ipper yo 
osite side of the basin ; and a few, 
pane ine weupens end. The flashes — re- 
ted in quick succession, to the number of vun- 
dreds in. the course of an hour, and of various 
xtent, from the size of those produced by single 
a ins of gun-powder ta that of fiashes of the 
i ing of a musket. No noise coukl be heard 
Prmecompanying the cerruscations, and their 
pees appearance excited the opinion among 
ihe gazing multitude, that they were electrical. 
It is probable, however, that our chemists will 
be able to account for them.—London Paper. 
A return in part has been made of the gross 
roduce of the ordinary revenue of Great Britain 
during the last twenty years, together with the 
»ments made out and into the Ex- 


aggre ite pa’ ta 
pe Lopes give in brief the sum total of 


length by 6 in b 


r— 
wae rading Jan. 1798 Total Revenue 126,820,629 
Do. 1799 Do. 33,632,337 
Do. 1800 Do. 38,885,024 
Do. 1801 Do. 37,741,824 
Do: 1802 . Do. 39,673,220 
Do. 1803 Do. 41,931,747 
Do. 1804 ‘Do. 42,760,895 
Do. 1805 Do. 50,064,143 
Do. 1806 Do. 55,041,771 
Do. 1807 Do. 58,761,859 
Do. 1808 Do. 64,805,395 
Do. 1809 Do. 67,050,618 
Do. 1810 Do. 70,240,226 
Do. 1911 Do. 74,040,543 
Do. 1812 Do. 71,113,588 
Do. 1$13 Do. 70,435,679 
Do. 1814 Do. 79,448,111 
Do. 1815 Do. 81,334,202 
Do. 1816 Do. 85,311,106 
Do. 1817 Do. 73,022,675 


Our readers will be struck at the prodigious 
increase in so short a space of time, the gross 
taxeshave been more than doubled in the course 
of ten years. 

Mr. Sickles, 2 learned Saxon, has been sent 
for to London, in order to unfold the Hercula- 
neum Manuscripts, by a new process of his own 
invention. He has perfectly succeeded in un- 
rolling three manuscripts which had been un- 
fortunately damaged by sea water, on their pas- 
sage from Italy to England: on opening three, 
the character was discovered to be almost entirely 
effaced by a marine acid. Mr. Sickles intends 
to prosecute his labours, in endeavoring to un- 
roll the other manuscripts, which it is hoped, will 
be found in a state of greater preservation. The 
Prince Regent, who owns these manuscripts, has 
rewarded the enterprise of Mr. Sickles, with a 
munificence truly royal. 

TRELAND. 

Emigration—A Dublin paper contains a long 
essay onthe salutary nature of emigration. It 
considers an annual emigration of fifty thousand 
as not sufficient to prevent the evils of a too 
crowded poputation at home.—ft would prefer 
sparing 100,000. ‘The only disadvantage it al- 
ludes to is that of augmenting the population of 
another nation—therefore the establishment of 
new British settlements abroad is earnestly con- 
tended for. It recommends the forming of a 
colony, ear the Cape of Good Hepe, in the 
country of the Catfrees, und additional colonies in 
New Holland. 
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It has been perceived, for some time, that the 
Irish are not so partial to the United States as 
formerly. 

We learn. of captain Gould, in 30 days from 
Dublin, that notwithstanding the wet weather 
which had prevaileda considerable time, the crops 
in Ireland had proved abundant. 

A considerable sensation prevailed in Dublin, 
in consequence of a communication from. the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, stating that the 
wants of government were such that it would be 
impossible to relinquish the window tax, without 
sabstituting a house tax for an equivalent, whicly 
the citizens have stated their inability to pay. 
At the time capt. G. sailed, placards were placed 
in every direction of the city, calling upon the 
citizens to hold meetings, and adopt measures for 
resisting this odious impost ; which, when laid 
on, was done with an express provision that it 
should continue no longer than the war. 

FINLAND. 

The Emperor of Russia, pursuant to a plan 
which he embraced in 1812, for making Helsing- 
fors the capital of Finland, instead of Abo, has 
issued an order for the state, and other persons 
connected with the vernment, to remove to 
Helsingfors, after the first of October. This town, 
hitherto the capital of the province of Nylands, 
has a eommodious harbor in’ the Gulf of Finland, 
commanded by a powerful fortress. 

FRANCE. 

It having been stated in some of the newspa- 
pers, and generally believed, that Talleyrand, 
formerly Bonaparte’s prime minister had been 
made a cardinal by the pope and appointed arch- 
bishop of Paris. ‘The following, from the Fede- 
ral Gazette, may. serve to correct that mistake. 

COMMUNICATE. 

From the vague manner in which it has been 
announced that 7alleyrand had been made a car- 
dinal by the pope, and nominated by the king, 
archbishop of Paris, many persons, no doubt, have 
been led to believe, that the man. so honored, ix 
the cidevant bishop of Autun, the infidel Talley- 
rand, one of the great instruments of the French 
revolution and afterwards prime minister tu Bona- 
parte: thisis an error, The venerable prelate on 
whom these dignities have been conferred, is the 
virtuous exile of that name, heretofore archbishop 
of Rheims, uncle to the apostate Talleyrand, who 
rather than deny his God and renounce his duty 
and allegiance, endured all the virulence of the 
regicide persecution, and after spending twenty 
years of his life in banishment, has at length, at 

| the very advanced age of ninety years, been re- 

} stored to his native land and received those marks 
| of distinction due to his virtues, which it was-it 

| the power of the head of the church and of his 
king to bestow on him. 

At the request of the French Academy, the 
;corvette Uranie has been fitted out, and sailed 
irom ‘Toulon on the 17th September, to proceed 
to measure the extent of the austral hemispheres, 
to make observations on the intensity of the mag- 
netic powers, and different experiments, interest- 
ing to natural bistory. 

SPAIN. 

The English papers state that the king of Spain 
had ratified a treaty concluded at Paris in June 
lust, by which he accedes to the act of the Con- 
gress of Vienna, and is incorporated with thg 











great European confederacy, fotherwige called 
the Holy League.} 
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GIBRALTAR, 

Plague.—It. is stated in the London papers, 
under date of September 26, that the Governor 
of Gibraltar had announced, that the plague was 


increasing at Algiers, and that the number of 


yg amounted to one hundred and fifty per 

” MARTINIQUE, 

An official decree has been promulgated at 
Martinique, under date of the 20th September, 
annulling the decree of the 1sth January last, and 
forbidding the importation into that Island, «nd 
the French West India Islands, after the 1Uth in- 
stant , of all foreign wheat flour, and re-establishing 
the aceustomed duties on Mice, Indian Corn. Ge. 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

The governor and council have appointed Mon- 
day the 17th instant, for the election of a repre- 
sentative in congress, for this district, in place of 
the honorable Mr. Lloyd, resigned. 

Naval Appointments—Capt. Alexander S. Wads- 
worth, captain of the United States ship my 
dence, in the port of Boston ; lieutenant William 
B. Finch te command the United States brig Pro- 
metheus; lieutenant John R. Madison to com- 
mand the United States schooner Lynx, vice lieu- 
tenant Storer, ordered to the Congress. 

RHODE ISLAND. 

The Legislature of Rhode-Island adjourned on 
Saturday the Ist instant, toconvene in Providence 
on the 3d Monday in February next. 

A resolution passed the house, appointing Mes- 
sieurs B. Hazard, Durfee, Searle, P. Arnold, Dix- 
on, Sanford, W. Greene, Wipple, D’Wolf and 
Reynolds, a committee to draft resolutions for 
calling a convention of the people, to consider the 
expediency of forming a constitution for this state. 
The convention to be composed in the same ratio 
as the present house of representatives. 

The house passed a resolution instructing their 
senators and representatives in congress to use 
their exertions to obtain a repeal of the whole 
system of internal duties and taxes ; and also to 
obtain as great a reduction of tie United States’ 
standing army as the situation of the country will 





admit. The senate non-concurred in the resolu- 
tion. 
The general assembly refused to adopt an a- 


mendment to the United States’ constitution, pro- 
posed by the legislature of New-Jersey, which 
provided that each state should chuse representa- 
tives to congress, and presidential electors, -by dis- 
tricts. ‘he amendment to the constitution, pro- 
posed by Kentucky, relative to compensation to 
members of congress was also rejected. 

Thursday, the 27th instant, was appointed a day 
of Public Phanksgiving and Praise throughout this 
state. 

Boundaries:—The commissioners of this state 
and Massachusetts, appointed to ascertain and 
settle the north line and boundaries of this state, 
held aconference at the state house in this town 
on Thursday last, and adjourned to meet agai 
the 24th November inst. at Wrentham, for the 
purpose of surveying and running the line— 
This commission was authorized so long ago as the 
year 1808, but, from unexplained reasons, was not 
executed at that time ; it was renewed at the last 
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and Samuel W. Bridgham, a: sie 
on the part of this — pay F adh missioners 
Robbins, Mitchell and Tillinghast, - ¢hdwand H. 
setts. It will be recollected that this Massachy. 
a large tract of territory which has heretofee a 
under the jurisdiction of Massachusetts been 
Providence, Nov. 1.—Judge Anthon oy of the § 
preme Court of this state, dischg 2m the Bu. 
soldier of the army of the United, States cnlisted 
port, last week under a writ of habeas roe Bey. 
the ground that, asa minor, he could not legal 
bind himself, although having no patent, " 
or master. This doctrine has been mleds 
be in Massachusetts, and it has ever heat ant 
vongress cannot constituti i ? 
ey onstitutionally authorise the en. 
our militia law and service, s isions iney; 
tably involve an absurdity. A tne me am 
pelled to serve in the militia, but he cannot be auf 
fered voluntarily to serve in the army. oy 
elaiih, an Maeve ns , 
lartford, Nov. 4.—The legislature i 
adjourned sine die on Thursday last. ‘cn very 
ness was acted upon in the lower house—yet, . 
—apetes many oo for public acts, and natin at 
e resolutions passed by that body w j 
by the eet ’ a 
a 5 NEW YORK. 
The Battery. Question—During the lai 
the summer and beginning of ie fall oamee 
tercation was carried on in New-York, between 
general Scott, the military commander, and the 
corporation, relative to the construction of build. 
ings on the battery, near Castle Clinton. The ge. 
neral claimed the right of building quarters forhis 
staff there, in virtue of the cession of the land to 
the United States. The corporation denied that 
the cession was made for any other purpose than 
to construct Fortifications thereon, and ordered a 
representation to be made by the mayor to the 
president of the United States on the subject. In 
the mean time general Scott persisted in his ri 
and his determination to build. Accordingly, ac- 
tive preparations were made to commence the 
work, and some of the materials were brought up- 
on the spot, when the citizens, who had felt and 
expressed much interest in the preservation of 
their elegant promenade, assembled in crowdsup- 
on the battery, as the workmen were collecting to 
begin the work with a determination to prevent 
them by force. These things indicated open hos. 
tility, when general Scott consented to 
his work till the decision of the president could 
be had; and the public irritation consequently 
subsided. 
The following is the answer to the mayor's re- 
presentation to the president. 
Department of War, October 24, 1817. 
Str—I am directed by the president to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of the letter which you address. 
ed to him on the 9th instant, in relation to a sub- 
ject which has unfortunately given rise to an un- 
pleasant controversy between the corporation of 
New York and the general officer commanding 
the troops of the United States in that depart 
ment. 
Had it been known to the. President that the 
erection of buildings on the main land ceded to 
the United States, adjoining the Battery, at New: 
York, was contrary to the wishes of the corporation 
of that city, he would not have authorised the 
erection of them; and he deeply regrets that he 





session of our assembly, and will probably now be 
fulfilled. Messrs. loses Brown, James Surrill, jun. 








was not apprised of the fact, before the corpora- 
tion undertook to direct their street commissioners 
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an act incompatible, as he thinks, with 
drool of soil — by the corporation of 
New York, and that jurisdiction made by the state 
to the United States. 

Whether the United States have or have not a 

“ht to erect- buildings of the description contem- 
plated by the commanding general on the ground 
ceded to them by the corporationof New York, 
is a question on which as you ustly observe, the 
judicial authority, is, erhaps, alone competent to 
decide. , Until such decision, the president deems 
it improper to perform any act which may be con- 
sidered.a relinquishment of the right. With this 
reservation he does not hesitate, in a spirit of ac- 
commodation, to yield to the wishes of the cor- 
poration and the citizens of New York. I have 
the pleasure, therefore, to inform you that orders 
have been given to prevent the erection of the 
buildings in question, and to remore the materials. 

I have the honor to be, with great consideration 
and respect, your obedient servant, » 

GEORGE GRAHAM, 
Acting secretary of war. 
Jacop Rapcrirre, Esq. 
Mayor of the city of New York. 

Baabye Improved Water-wheel——Mr. C. A. Bus- 
by, architect, from England, and now a resident of 
the city of New-York, and who is represented to 
be a man of talents and erudition, has made an 
improvement in the water wheel, which, when 
applied to steam boats will much increase their 
velocity beyond any method hitherto applied to 
that machine, by removing the impediment aris- 
ing from back water, causing the paddles to rise 
edgewise and obliquely, and will diminish the risk 
of injury from ice or other floating bodies. Many 
other advantages, it is alleged, will attend it as 
respects steam boats, both as it regards safety and 
convenience. Such a wheel has long been an ob- 
ject of anxious study, but had hitherto eluded eve- 
ry attempt to accomplish it. We trust the inge- 
nious inventor will realise the full amount cf his 
just expectations. 

NEW-JERSEY. 

New-Jersey Legislature—At a joint meeting, of 
the two houses of the N ew-Jersey legislature, on 
the ist instant, his excellency Isaac H. Witttam- 
son was re-choseén governor of the state ; the ho- 
norable ANpnew Kirxpartrick, chief justice ; and 
TazopoRE FReELINGHUYSEN, esq, attorney general. 
Stas WuaIrTeHeaD, esquire, was also chosen clerk 
of Essex, and Joseen R. Partirs, esquire, clerk 
of Manmouth. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Something Singular—A few days ago I had three 
Lombardy Poplars cut down in my yard, and on 
splitting a part of one them, about 15 feet from 
the ground, a quantity of guick-silver was found, 
a part of which I have preserved. How came it 
there ? It would be a convenient answer to say, a 
hole must have been bored in the tree and the mi- 
neral poured in to kill vermin. But this does not 
appear to have been the fact. The trees were very 
smal! when I first moved them here; have been 
thriving all the time, especially the one in which 
it was found, and such an experiment could hard- 
ly have taken place without my knowledge, nor 
does there appear the least trace in the wood of 
its having been bored. BENJ. KITE. 

* 10th mo. 27. No. 20 north 3d street. 


Mr. Kite sent me about an ounce of quick-silver 
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taken out of the tree he mentions, but not a 
had an opportunity of examining the tree itself, 
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or a cut of it, I can form no opinion as to the cause 
of this curious fact. ‘THO. COOPER, 
DELAWARE. 

Important improvement in the Manufacture of 
Paper.—We have lately visited the paper mills of 
T. Gilpin & Co. on the Brandywine, and witnes- 
sed the performance of their new machine for 
the manufacturing of paper, on an extensive scale, 
which promises to. be an important addition to 
the arts and manufactures of our country. This 
process of. making paper, delivers a. sheet of 
greater breadth than any made in America, and 
of any length—in. one continued unbroken suc- 
cession of fine or course materials, regulated at 
pleasure toa greater or lesser thickness: The. 
paper when made is collected from the machine 
on reels, in succession as they are fitted, and 
these are removed to the further progress of the 
manufacture. The paper in its texture 1s perfect- 
ly smooth and even, and, is not excelled by any: 
made by hand, in the usual manner of workman- 
ship—as it possesses all the beauty, larity and 
strength, of what is called well closed and well 
shut sheets. The mills and engines now pre- 
pared are calculated to do the daily work of 
ten paper vats, and will employ a water power 
equal to about 12 to 15 pair of millstones of the 
usual size. 

The apparatus and machine are on a principle 
and construction entirely new, and are patented 
by the inventors here. It has been very expen- 
sive, and has been brought to its present state of 
perfection, with much labor, ingenuity and per- 
severance. 

It is with pleasure we announce the success 
of this machine ; and we hope it will tend to 
secure Our country against the importations from 
abroad, which have so much interfered with one 
domestic arrangements ; and we are much grati- 
fied in believing that its establishment on our 
own stream, so immediately in the neighborhood 
of this place, will aid its improvement, and add 
to the valuable manufactories on the Brandywine. 

Del. Watch. 
MARYLAND. : 

Colonel Pavt Bexratoy, an active officer in 
the service of the United States during the revo- 
lutionary war, is appointed to succeed the late 
Thomas Rutter, esquire, as marshal of Maryland 
district. 

We state with pleasure that the president of 
the United States has appointed commodore Jwu- 
shua Barney naval officer of the port of Baltimore, 
in the place of colonel Ramsay, deceased. This 
appointment-will meet the wishes of our citizens 
generally, and is a proof that his services during 
the late war have not been forgotten. 

KENTUCKY, 

Wm. Cocunan, of Philadelphia, is appointed 
cashier of the United States’ branch bank to be es- 
tablished at Louisville. 

Wine—The following is an accurate statement 
of the crops of grapes, and Madeira wine, made 
this season at the Glasgow Vineyard, Barren 
county, Kentucky : 

“Two acres of Vine slips were planted asa 
trial during March, 1714, these young vines have 
produced grapes this season sufficient to make 
225 gallons of genuine good Wine, and it is gen- 
erally supposed that the young vines will pro- 
duce double, each succeeding year, for three 


years tocome ; more especially as each acre of 
good vines, will average from three to six hun- 
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dred gallons of wine ; this range of quantity is MTOSISSIPRI. _ » 
owing particularly to the variability of the sea-|}The following isan extract of & Tete ; 
sons.—This present year has been very unfriend-|} editor of the Lexington Reporter, dated § pete 
ly to the grape, on account of the abundant rains; || October 12, 1817. chee, 


it has inju one third of the crop. Six acres|| “‘I'wo thirds of the inhabitarits have Jen 
which are now growing, will bear next year.y/] yet as many die here ‘as evér; sea rhb ats 
The age ay intend wating the a is more fatal now than Aeretofore. Nee nl 
March, very largely. When these reach the |} “The Governor, ste ti ‘convened 
bearing point, they will compensate for expenses, |j the general saseusaay th rene 
&e. last, instead of this nee ae bate 
Perhaps no spot of the globe is better adapted ||senators to congress, they adjonrne:d ma Sy 
to the culture of the vine to produce the most |/this place on the second Voi int December 
exquisite wines, than the knobs in the barrens ; |/next. Judge Leake and Pho i 
by their nakedness and elevation they are secure |twere chosen, both of the gentlemen well le 
from the spring frosts. Several gentlemen in |jJated to fill such a station:—They are nolitie: 
this country intend planting largely the coming jj of the old school, and are honest and inde 
Fo rte OR Ae nage appear to be emer dent men. rs at 
vorable for the culture and growth of the vine; |] “No permanent potntticen je udges 
one upon the margin of large rivers, and the other | yet beat onal Mt. is, taney eons ‘Pad 
— high elevated places. The banks of the jl and Mr, J. Taylor have been appointed tempo- 
Rhine demonstrate the former, while the moun- |} rarily. 


tains of Switzerland go to confirm the latter. * [suppose you scarcely ever saw such a 
Our0. tacle as the city exhibits: empty streetsclosed 
Apranam G. Crarpoor, of Philadelphia, is ap- || doors—and a mute population, who are confined 
pointed cashier of the United States’ branch bank || mostly to their rooms. flow long. these thi 
at Chillciothe, which is expected to commence op- || Will continue, we cannot tell ; eae die: 3 
erations about the first of the ensuing month. children of Adam are constantly passing from a 
ille, Oct. 10.—On Friday evening last a |}™0"S “S- ; 
boat arrived at this port with 80 passengers from 
Germany, men, women and children, on their way = eee 
to the Wabash to join the family of the Harmo- |}. Captain Arnold of the ship Lucy, from Bors 
nites now at that place. They informed a coun- |/ deaux, has brought out despatches for govern. 


tryman of theirs in this place, that one of their . aa 
company (a female not married) is sister to Mr. ment, from the American minister at the ¢outt 
Robb, 


who is the principal at the Wabash settle. |] f Spain. It is presumed that these despatches 

Fay and me & now in pena y Waiting || relate to the negotiation, carrying on hetween 

the arriv: more—one thousand being ex- || the United States and ; purchase 
pected :—these stated that 600 crossed rewy. dae of the Floridas. It i pate ae 

when they did. It excited much curiosity, as well ” Se eee y understoot, _— 

as sympathy, to see these strangers in a'land of |} *€ty good authority, that Great Britain has said 

freedom, anda land which heaven has so singular- || to Spain, ‘‘ If you choose to. keep the. Floridas 


ly blest. ‘it is well; but if you determine to sell them, 
TENNESSEE. 


¢ wy t} 3 k o M4 a fy. 

The Franklin Tennessee Bank.2’—On the first |] ,, we rae rt ae ay a pi ierapee and 
of October ultimo, a bank under the above |} expect the first offer.” ‘This language, 
name commenced its operations, ut Franklin, bot- has offended and embarrased the court of Madrid, 
tomed entirely upon a specie capital, and is sup- |} altheugh we do not believe it will inflience its 
ported by wealthy and respectable stockholders. || getermination ; indeed, we feel confident that 
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It was chartered hy act of the legislature of this 
Mate, in October 1815. R. P. Carntx, President, 
and Wm. Eastin, Cashier. 
LOUISIANA. , 

New-Orleans, Oct.4.—The recent cool weather 
may induce some of the inhabitants of the city, 
now absent, to return; but, cool and favorable as 
the weather may appear, yet the disease still con- 
tinues, and all strangers arriving are as subject to 
it — were in the month of August. It is a 
fact well known to the medical gentlemen, that, as 
the season advances, the cases become more viru- 
lent. In 1804 and 1811, the only seasons that this 
high charged billious fever has prevailed since 
Louisiana was ceded to the United States, that 
cases in October were remarkably severe. In 1804 


there were severe frosts on the 7th and 8th of 


November, and the disease disappeared; so it 
was in 1811. This, therefore may serve as a cau- 
tion to those absent. One mouth more perhaps, 
and our city will be blessed with its usual health. 


‘Fhe deaths in New-Orleans from the -first of 


June to the beginning of October, we have seen 
stated at two thousand seven Anndrcd. 


4 that determination is made, and is now in the 

United States. We come to this conclusion from 
a knowledge of the fact that the Spanish minister 
Don Onis, has at this moment in his possession 
SEVERAL peseatcnes from his court ; which dess 
patches he is directed not to open until the meet- 
ing of congress. —Dem. Press. 





TO CORRYSPONDENTS. 

Our respectable correspondent at Riverhead, 
Long Island, is informed that we have viewed the, 
subject he mentions in the same light he does, and 
when a favorable opportunity offers we shall en: 
déavor to press the subject upon the minds of 
those who have the power to act, In the mea 
time, we should be happy to receive tlie thoughts 
more at large, of our correspondent upon that 
subject, whois certainly better agquainted with 





it than we are. 





